
From the Desk of Mr. Bartels:   

Second semester parent teacher conferences have 
passed.  However, it is never too late to schedule a 
meeting with your child’s teacher.  Parent-teacher 
communication is strongly encouraged.   

Quick reminder that after Spring Break the 5th Grade 
and 8th grade will be starting the Michigan M-Step 
test, with 6th and 7th grade taking the tests a few weeks 
later in April and early May.  We encourage you to 
have a conversation with your child about taking the 
test seriously and doing the best they can.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

Ms. Borwick Office News:  

Our February Student of the Month Recipients were recognized for 
their hard work by receiving a Dairy Queen gift 
card.  Congratulations to the following students; Elizabeth Shuboy, 
Evan Labish, Kayla Seamans, Emma Smith, Ella Allen, German 
Rodriguez, Emma Millbrand, Ryan Nettles, Katie Monte, and 
Christopher Rochon. 

Our PBIS recipients were also recognized for their outstanding 
SHINE behavior and will participate in an upcoming March 
Madness Celebration.  Students will get to watch some of the 
NCAA basketball tournament, bring a friend and have some 
snacks.  Great job to everyone on their performance in and out of 
the classroom. 

At our RMS it is our goal for every student to S.H.I.N.E 
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Shining Stars of 
the Month 

There are many students in 
Richmond Middle School 
who make our school a 
positive place to work and 
study.  With this in mind, 
the Richmond Middle 
School Staff would like to 
recognize these students for 
their ability to get along 
with their classmates and 
teachers, their willingness to 
accept personal 
responsibility, and for being 
a positive influence for 
others. 

February: 

   

5th Grade 
Elizabeth Shuboy 
Evan Labish 
Kayla Seamans 
Emma Smith 

6th Grade 
Ella Allen/German Rodriguez 

7th Grade 
Emma Millbrand 

Ryan Nettles 
8th Grade 

  Katie Monte/Christopher 
Rochon 



Mrs. May’s Corner:  

February was an exciting month for our 8th graders!  The 8th grade students met with high school 
counselors and submitted their course requests for 9th grade!  They are one step closer to being high school 
students, which is a proud time for each of us here at RMS. 

Current 5th, 6th and 7th grade students will be receiving information soon regarding course requests for 
next year.  This is always a very exciting time for our students, and it is important to carefully consider 
student interest, ability and future career possibilities when ranking the classes on the course selection 
form.  We do our best to put students in their highest ranked classes while also balancing our classes and 
taking into account teacher recommendation for higher level courses and intervention courses.   

M-STEP testing is right around the corner!  We are completing our testing online again this year.  Each 
grade level has 4 weeks to complete their tests.  The testing windows are: 

5th & 8th grade: April 10th-May 5th 

6th & 7th grade: May 1st-May 26th 

Please help ensure your student’s best score by making sure they are in school each day, have a good 
night’s sleep each night and they eat breakfast each morning.  Each of these will help your child feel 
refreshed and able to do their individual best. 

 

5th Grade News: 

SS:  Wrapping up English Colonies and beginning the Revolutionary War.  

ELA:   We are reading The Sign of the Beaver as a class and connecting it to our SS curriculum.  We are 
finishing up literary essays and will begin persuasive essays soon.   

 
MTH:    We’ve been working on multiplication strategies moving into multiplying decimals.   

SCI:  We sadly finished up our 40 hours of our STARBASE experience.  Thank you STARBASE.      

 

6th Grade News: 
ELA:  Our focus for the last few weeks has been on using transition words and phrases to cite and analyze 
text evidence.  Examining our Spotlight Sentence has been helpful as we continue to review grammar 
concepts.  There are many sentence structure experts in the sixth grade! 
  
Our March is Reading Month celebration includes a visit from Miss Richmond and her court as guest 
readers, a bookmark design contest, book reviews, spirit days, and a chance to earn a free baseball ticket  



6th Grade News continued…  
 

to Jimmy John’s Field in Utica.  We are looking forward to our 25th annual Read-A-Thon at the end of the 
month! 
  
Reminders: 
24 Reading Counts points are due March 23rd. 
Our final camp payment will be due on April 21st. 
 

 
MTH:   STEM in Math and Science!  Mrs. Nolan and Mrs. Volpe are collaborating again!  Students in Mrs. Volpe's 
Science classes are learning about predation.  Students have participated in predator/prey "hide and seek."  The 
goal for students was to locate as many butterflies as they could within a period of time.  Students collected data 
for the total number of butterflies found for each class period.  With the data collected students will calculate 
mean, median, mode, and range in Mrs. Nolan's math class.   Students will graph their findings and analyze their 
data.  Students will calculate and determine which class is the top "predator."  The students had a great time 
participating in the activity!   

In geometry, students worked on finding the surface area of 3D shapes. They chose a type of box 
(pancake, lasagna, fruit snacks, etc.) and worked as a group to draw a net and find the surface area of their 
box. 

SS:   We just finished up unit 4 which focused on culture. Students explored various cultures and how they 
can change as a result of cultural diffusion. 

SCI:  STEM in Math and Science!  Mrs. Nolan and Mrs. Volpe are collaborating again!  Students in Mrs. Volpe's 
Science classes are learning about predation.  Students have participated in predator/prey "hide and seek."  The 
goal for students was to locate as many butterflies as they could within a period of time.  Students collected data 
for the total number of butterflies found for each class period.  With the data collected students will calculate 
mean, median, mode, and range in Mrs. Nolan's math class.   Students will graph their findings and analyze their 
data.  Students will calculate and determine which class is the top "predator."  The students had a great time 
participating in the activity!   

This month in 6th grade general music, we are learning the basics of solfege.  Solfege is a skill that is more commonly 
referred to as ear training, which will prepare students for band and choir.  

 
7th Grade News: 

 
Science students participated for a week in lab activities, 
where students observed the concepts of osmosis and 
diffusion.  Students worked with gummy bears and iodine, 
they made observations, graphed data, and made conclusions 
about how substances move within a cell.   
 



In 7th Grade ELA,  we have been discussing the qualities of a memoir and reading the novel How Angel 
Peterson Got His Name by Gary Paulsen.  Students have enjoyed the hilarious stories about the author 
growing up in a small town in Minnesota during the 1950's.  Our next unit of study will focus on Civil 
Rights and the screenplay, Glory Road.   
 

In 7th Grade Math:   Students have been jumping into the world of geometry. We recently celebrated PI 
Day!  Students have been breaking apart the formula of circumference and area and really defining PI not 
as a button on their calculator or the digits they can remember but as a unit of measurement.  Recently, 
students created a floor plan for an igloo.   
 
 In 7th Grade Social Studies:  In 7th grade social studies, we've completed our study of the following 
ancient civilizations: Mesopotamia, Egypt, and India.  Students researched ancient Egyptian gods and 
goddesses online and wrote a comparison essay about Egypt and Mesopotamia.  Students will study 
ancient China next.  
 
 

8 th Grade News: 

In ELA, In ELA, we are finishing the book The Outsiders. We will analyze music that was popular during 
the time setting of the story, and connect themes in the music to those in the story. Also, students are 
continuing to write poetry to add to their poetry portfolio project, including a free-verse or two-voice 
poem relating to our text. They've been working on this project all year, and the completed portfolios will 
showcase of their efforts and creativity.  
 

8th grade Science:  We have been studying the makeup of soil using magnifying glasses, and we are also 
taking a look at the water cycle in our mini-terrariums. 
 
8th grade SS:  We have been studying the expansion of the United States during the 1800s. Our next 
unit of study will be the conflicts that lead up to the Civil War. 
 

In Mathematics:    

Michigan Core Math 8:   We have just finished a unit on Functions. This unit 
included identifying if graphs, equations, tables, and verbal expressions were 
functions. Additionally, students compared two or more functions to see which 
one had a greater rate of change. Lastly, students identified if a function was 
linear or non-linear. 
 
Algebra:  In Algebra students are finishing Chapter 7, which focused on Solving 
Systems of Equations Graphically and Algebraically. This chapter used the 
substitution and elimination methods to solve algebraically. 
 

 
Mrs. Campau's classes…..and extras….   In fifth grade computers, the third quarter is ending, and we're 
wrapping up a unit on Excel spreadsheets and graph.  
 



Sixth grade computers just switched to the last trimester, and we're reviewing online safety and digital 
footprints. We also completed a mini bootcamp of technology skills, such as emailing, printing in color, 
and saving to the One Drive vs. the computer. 
 
Multimedia is in the middle of a Where's Waldo style book project. Each student is designing 5 hidden 
pictures pages to contribute to the class book. They are using advanced photo editing skills to layer 
pictures, alter saturation, hue, and transparency, as well as applying basic features like cropping. 
 
Web Design is finishing their online HTML tutorial. About half the students have completed the tutorial 
and are working on their individual HTML projects. 
 
Video Production is wrapping up their quarter three projects, which included a music video, PSA 
commercial, science experiment, and a screencast. They also continue to film, edit, and produce the RMS 
News each day to share our school announcements. 
 
Programming club is wrapping up and will be done at the end of April.  Students continue to work on a 
variety of projects, such as game design, Raspberry Pi computers, Sphero robots, and 3D pens and 
printers. 
 
6th Grade STARBASE extension:  Mrs. Campau has also partnered up with Mark Muzzin from Starbase to 
bring Starbase 2.0 to our middle school. Each week, the 10 students enrolled will get hands on experience 
with programming and robotics. Activities will include Sphero obstacle courses, Hummingbird robots, 
soldering, Little Bits electronics, and two field trips! This is a great opportunity for our RMS students! 
 
 
 

 

In 8th grade study skills, we are exploring the power of communication primarily asking questions.  These are skills 
that helps build student to student and student to teacher relationships for greater success in learning.  



 

 

 

 

 

Music Notes:   

Choral and Band Festivals were held in March.  The students in both band 
and choir have been working hard to prepare.  The band earned a Second 
Division rating on March 3rd, earning a medal. Both choirs performed on 
March 13th and earned a medal as well.  The 7th and 8th Grade Choir earned 
a Division 2 Rating and the 6th Grade Choir earned a Division 1 rating. The 
6th Grade Choir has been invited to perform at the MSVMA State Choral 
Festival in April! Way to go musicians! 
 
Please consider joining the Richmond Community School's fine arts 
departments as they collaborate for an evening of music, art, and food at 
EnRichmond! This event is held on March 24th from 6pm to 8pm at 
Richmond High School Auditorium, Art Room, and Music Room.  The choirs, 
HS marching band, theater, Lee School 3rd and 4th grade, and much more 
will be performing! Art work will be on display and food available for 

purchase.  Hope to see you there!  

All band information and more can be found on the band’s webpage: 
www.bluedevilsmusic.weebly.com.  Click on the RMS BAND page for more info!  Also check out the booster’s 
webpage at www.richmondbandboosters.weebly.com. 

Spanish  Español with Senora Wolfe: 

Spanish 1: Students have finished the first two chapters – they now know how to express their likes and 
dislikes, and how to describe themselves and others.  Up next is Chapter 2A – learning to describe 
their schedule, use ordinal numbers and say where things are located.  As the year continues, the 
material being covered gets more challenging, therefore students are encouraged to stay caught 
up and practice often!   

5th Grade Spanish Specials: Students have recently finished learning different calendar phrases 
(parents/guardians, my apologies for the never-ending Days of the Week song and Months 
Macarena ).  Next up? Learning animals - and taking the Animales Challenge.  Can you correctly 
say the name of each animal when it has been labeled as a different animal?  It sounds easy, but it's 
harder than you think – especially when the animal names are labeled in Spanish!   

 

Yearbook Staff:  
The Yearbook staff has 
been finishing up the 
yearbook. Advance orders 
for the yearbook will be 
accepted between March 
21-April13th. Yearbooks 
get delivered at the end of 
the school year. 
 

Student Council: 
Morley Candy sale is underway. 

Student Council will be 
participating in the Historical 
Village Cleanup this spring. Also, 
they are planning an afternoon of 
Capture the Flag for RMS students 
in April or May. 



6th Grade Spanish Specials: This new group of 6th graders will start the trimester learning polite 
expressions, greetings and departures.  After that they’ll be learning the alphabet and 
numbers.  Parents/Guardians, I’m going to apologize in advance as you will be hearing many catchy 
songs in the coming weeks!    

  

 NJHS – Notes:      
Partnered again with the Rainbow Connection and sponsored a spirit week and penny war.  The week 
concluded with a Rap Battle with multiple performers.   

Ran their 2nd Annual Pie Day Celebration Assembly. 

March is Reading Month.  Stay tuned to the weekly announcements because Mrs. Graham has a full fun 
packed list of activities throughout the month.   

PTA:  8th Annual WinterFest was a blast on Friday, February 3rd.  Thank you PTA for donating the Oatmeal 
Pies for our Pie Day Celebration on 3-14.   

 

6th Grade Choir – Division 1 Rating   Talent Extravaganza Winners.  

Pie Contest      Murphy in the house!   



 

 Future Happenings   

 
            

 

 

March 15:  PTA Meeting 3 PM. RMS Media Center 

March 16:  RMS School House Rock Performance, 7 PM. in the RMS Café. 

March 17:  RMS School House Rock Performance, 7 PM. in the RMS Café. 

March 20 – 23:  RMS BookFair 

March 23:  RMS Grading Policy Meeting, 5 PM.  RMS Media Center 
 
March 24:  End of 3rd Quarter:  ½ Day, EnRichmond 6-8 PM. at RHS 
 
March 31:  Final Four with Fathers:  7 AM. RMS Café. 
        Spring Break end of the day.    
 

 

 

 

 

Non-Discrimination Statement 

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education 
amendments of 1972, Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act 
of 1975, Title II of the Americans with Disability Act of 1990, and Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights 
Act of 1977, it is the policy of the Richmond Community School District that no person shall, 
on the basis of race, color, religion ,military status, national origin or ancestry, sex (including 
sexual orientation), disability, age (except as authorized by law,) height, weight, or marital 
status be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to, 
discrimination during any program, activity, service or employment. Inquiries related to any 
nondiscrimination policies should be directed to the Superintendent, 35276 Division Road, 
Richmond, MI 48062, (586) 727-3565. 

 


